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clergyman and student of population, formulated and published a work entitled An Essay on the Principle of Population as it Affects the Future Improvement of Society. While the ideas set forth were not exactly original, as different phases of the question had been discussed by other authorities, the work, however, because of its thoroughness and scholarly presentation, excited a great deal of attention. Although this treatise has remained as a monument to perpetuate his fame, there is little connected with it, except his name, to identify it with the modern birth-control movement. Exceptional cases may be cited, however, notably the splendid devotion of the Drysdales to the Malthusian ideal.
The basis of Malthus' theory was that the population tends to increase in geometrical progression, while the means of subsistence increases only in arithmetical progression, so that if the population grew without check, it must in a comparatively short time overtake the means of subsistence. War, famine, and pestilence had in the past served to hold the population within bounds, but the humanitarian mind of